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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Applicant has reviewed the Restriction Requirement mailed March 25, 2003, where the 
Examiner requested election of one of the following groups: 

Group I (claims 8-14, 51-52 and 56) drawn to a nucleic acid and a vaccine composition 
comprising DNA of SEQ ID NO:6-10 and 12. 

Group II (claims 1-7, 15-25 and 57) drawn to a polypeptide and a vaccine composition 
comprising protein SEQ ID NO: 1-5 and 11. 

Group m (claims 50 and 53) drawn to an inhibitor. 

Group IV (claim 58) drawn to a method of preventing a female patient against Neisseria 
infection using DNA. 

Group V (claims 26-38, 54, 57 or 39, 43-49) drawn to a method of preventing a female 
patent against Neisseria infection using protein, recombinant protein or a compound that 
inhibits CR3. 

Group VI (claims 39-42 and 55) drawn to a method of preventing or colonization of 
Neisseria using a compound th^inhibits CR3. 

Applicant provisionally elects, with traverse, the claims of Group II (claims 17, 15-25, 

and 57). 

The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that Restriction Requirements are 
optional in all cases. M.P.E.P. § 803. If the search and examination of an entire application can 
made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it 
arguably may include claims to distinct or independent inventions. M.P.E.P. § 803. It is 
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respectfully submitted that the search and examination of the claims can be made without serious 
burden on the Office. Thus, reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement is 
respectfully requested. 

The Examiner has indicated that for each group of inventions I- VI above election to one 
of SEQ ID NO: 1-12 must be selected. Applicants elect with traverse SEQ ID NO:4 for 
examination at this time. Claims 1-7, 15-25 and 57 are within Group n, and claims 1, 5, 7, 15, 
19, 21, 23-25 and 57 are readable on this election. 

The Examiner is reminded that M.P.E.P. § 803.02 states that "if the members of the 
Markush group are sufficiently few in number or so closely related that a search and examination 
of the entire claim can be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine all the 
members of the Markush group in the claim on the merits, even though they are directed to 
independent and distinct inventions. In such a case, the Examiner will not . . . require restriction. 
[Sjhould no prior art be found that anticipates or renders obvious the elected species, the search 
of the Markush-type claim will be extended ... to the extent necessary to determine patentability 
of the Markush-type claim." 

Applicant respectfully traverses the Election of Species Requirement associated with the 
election of Group II. The members of the Markush group are few in number; i.e., only five 
members. Thus, a search and examination of the entire claim can be made without serious 
burden on the Examiner. Further, the Examiner is reminded that if no prior art is found that 
anticipates or renders obvious the elected species, the search of the Markush-type claim will be 
extended to the extent necessary to determine patentability of the Markush-type claim. 
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